Kaissa Long Bio

More than music. Delivering the magic of Kaissa’s voice is only the start for this remarkable
artist. Born in Cameroon and raised in Paris, Kaissa carries with her the rhythms, colors, and
spirit of Africa, while weaving them into a global sound that speaks to audiences everywhere.
Her music is both deeply rooted and expansively modern: a reflection of her journey across
continents, cultures, and collaborations. Her early life was steeped in art. Her mother worked as
a seamstress, her father was a writer, and her siblings filled the house with music, dance,
painting, and performance. In the 1970s, Kaissa’s father was jailed for publishing a book critical
of the Cameroonian government—a traumatic turning point that marked Kaissa'’s
consciousness. From that moment on, she understood that art is not only an act of beauty but
also of survival, healing, and truth. “I felt the fragility of life itself,” she recalls. “And | realized that
my voice was not just a gift, but a responsibility.”

After moving to Paris at age 13, Kaissa found herself immersed in a cultural hub where African
and Western influences blended. There, she began her career as a performer, soon gaining
recognition for the luminous clarity and emotional power of her voice. Her reputation quickly
grew, leading her to share the stage with some of the greatest names in African music: Manu
Dibango, Salif Keita, Papa Wemba, and Jean-Michel Jarre, among many others.

By 1996, Kaissa had relocated to New York City, where she expanded her career even further.
She toured and recorded internationally, lending her voice to the works of Cesaria Evora, Koffi
Olomide, Martha Wash, and David Byrne, while also fronting her own band. A career highlight
came in 2008, when Paul Simon personally invited her to perform in his Love in Hard Times
retrospective at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. On that stage, Kaissa stood alongside David
Byrne, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Olu Dara, Josh Groban, Grizzly Bear, and Simon himself—a
moment she describes simply as “unforgettable.”

As a solo artist, Kaissa has released two acclaimed albums: Looking There and | Am So Happy.
These works showcase her ability to blend traditional Cameroonian rhythms such as Makossa
with jazz, soul, and pop textures, all unified by her unmistakable voice. Songs like Mamelodi
invite audiences to dance, while tracks such as Lonon and Eyala reflect her deep concern for
children, justice, and wisdom passed down by elders. Her artistry is both celebratory and
purposeful, inviting listeners to feel joy while also reflecting on the human experience.

Over the years, Kaissa’s performances have taken her from Paris to Warsaw, from New York to
Yaoundé, and across countless stages in between. Everywhere she goes, she captivates with a
presence that is luminous, generous, and full of light.

Now, with two albums behind her, Kaissa is entering a new chapter. She is preparing for a
major European tour in 2025 and 2026 and is currently at work on her long-awaited new music.
These upcoming songs promise to deepen the themes that have always defined her: joy,
resilience, love, and the belief that music is a bridge across cultures and generations.

“I like to say this: the world is a village—our village—and together we can make it better,” she
explains. For Kaissa, music is not just performance, but connection, healing, and a reminder
that no matter where we come from, we share one heartbeat. With her powerful voice, rich
heritage, and unwavering commitment to her art, Kaissa continues to shine as one of the most
distinctive and inspiring artists of her generation.

—David Weiss



